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General Information Regarding the RoadWise Program 
 
In November of 2004, the citizens of Charleston County voted to enact a half-cent 
sales tax to be used for the purposes of transportation improvements, greenbelt 
facilities, and mass transit. Collection of the tax began in May 2005 and continues 
for 25 years or until $1.3 billion is collected. $221.5 million (17%) is earmarked for 
greenspace acquisition and $1.08 billion (83%) for transportation funding including 
mass transit.  
 
On the same ballot with the approval of the transportation sales tax, Charleston 
County voters authorized the County to issue $113 million in bonds with $77 million 
allocated for the following transportation projects:  
 

·  Johnnie Dodds Boulevard (US Route 17) improvements from the Arthur 
Ravenel Jr. Bridge to the I-526 overpass  

·  Glenn McConnell Parkway at Bees Ferry Road intersection improvements  
·  Folly Road at Maybank Highway intersection improvements  
·  Harborview Road improvements  
·  New off-ramp/loop from the James Island Connector onto Folly Road  
·  New access ramp from US Route 17 onto the SC Route 61 Connector near 

Wesley Drive  
·  New road connecting Palmetto Commerce Parkway to Ashley Phosphate 

Road (S-75)  
.  
In November 2006, the voters of Charleston County authorized the county to issue 
an additional $205 million in bonds. Funding for the bonded projects will be repaid 
through the half-cent sales tax proceeds approved for transportation improvement 
projects in November 2004.  The entire amount of this second bond referendum is 
allocated for the following transportation improvement projects:  
 

·  Glenn McConnell / I-526 Loop 
·  Bees Ferry Road Widening from Savannah Hwy (US Route 17) to Ashley 

River Road (SC Route 61) 
·  Folly / Camp Road Intersection 
·  Future Drive Loop to Ladson Road and Northside Drive Extension 
·  Maybank Highway Widening (John’s Island – I-526 to Main Road) 
·  Medical University Roadway Infrastructure Improvement Project (Phase I) 

 
The Charleston County ROADWISE program was created to implement the 
transportation improvements and is staffed by Charleston County personnel and 
employees of THE LPA GROUP INCORPORATED, the firm selected to manage the 
overall program by the Charleston County Department of Public Works.  
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Proposed Improvements for the Bees Ferry Road Widening Project  
 
The Bees Ferry Road Widening Project is approximately 4.5 miles long and begins 
at the intersection of Savannah Highway and terminates at Ashley River Road, as 
shown in Figure 1 below.  
 

 
 
The preliminary plans propose that the intersection of Bees Ferry Road and 
Savannah Highway will be relocated 1,150 feet to the north of the existing 
intersection and the existing roadway will be widened from a two-lane section to a 
four-lane / five-lane section with accommodations for bicycles and pedestrians.   The 
project will include a new pedestrian bridge at Bear Swamp Creek and a bridge 
replacement at a branch of Church Creek.  The proposed improvements wi ll also 
connect to West Ashley Circle, the future ring road system at Glenn McConnell 
Parkway (SC Route 61 Spur).   All existing traffic signals will be upgraded and a new 
signal will be included at the intersection with Savannah Highway.  
 
The typical section for the majority of the project will have four-lanes with a 
landscaped median.  The south side of the roadway will have a five-foot sidewalk 
separated from the traveled way by a two-foot curb and gutter and a four-foot buffer.  
The north side of the roadway will have a 10-foot meandering multi-use path, as 
shown in Figure 2 on the next page. 
 
The typical section, for the portion of the roadway approaching Ashley River Road, 
will have five lanes including a two-way left-turn lane.  The sidewalk will continue 
through this section.  The multi-use path will continue, but will not meander in the 
five-lane section, as shown in figure 3 on the next page.  
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Figure 2 

Figure 3 


