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General Information Regarding the RoadWise Program 
 
In November of 2004, the citizens of Charleston County voted to enact a half-cent 
sales tax to be used for the purposes of transportation improvements, greenbelt 
facilities, and mass transit. Collection of the tax began in May 2005 and continues 
for 25 years or until $1.3 billion is collected. $221.5 million (17%) is earmarked for 
greenspace acquisition and $1.08 billion (83%) for transportation funding including 
mass transit.  
 
On the same ballot with the approval of the transportation sales tax, Charleston 
County voters authorized the County to issue $113 million in bonds with $77 million 
allocated for the following transportation projects:  
 

·  Johnnie Dodds Boulevard (US Route 17) improvements from the Arthur 
Ravenel Jr. Bridge to the I-526 overpass  

·  Glenn McConnell Parkway at Bees Ferry Road intersection improvements  
·  Folly Road at Maybank Highway intersection improvements  
·  Harborview Road improvements  
·  New off-ramp/loop from the James Island Connector onto Folly Road  
·  New access ramp from US Route 17 onto the SC Route 61 Connector near 

Wesley Drive  
·  New road connecting Palmetto Commerce Parkway to Ashley Phosphate 

Road (S-75)  
.  
In November 2006, the voters of Charleston County authorized the county to issue 
an additional $205 million in bonds. Funding for the bonded projects will be repaid 
through the half-cent sales tax proceeds approved for transportation improvement 
projects in November 2004.  The entire amount of this second bond referendum is 
allocated for the following transportation improvement projects:  
 

·  Glenn McConnell / I-526 Loop 
·  Bees Ferry Road Widening from Savannah Hwy (US Route 17) to Ashley 

River Road (SC Route 61) 
·  Folly / Camp Road Intersection 
·  Future Drive Loop to Ladson Road and Northside Drive Extension 
·  Maybank Highway Widening  (Stono River to Main Road) 
·  Medical University Roadway Infrastructure Improvement Project (Phase I) 

 
The Charleston County ROADWISE program was created to implement the 
transportation improvements and is staffed by Charleston County personnel and 
employees of THE LPA GROUP INCORPORATED, the firm selected to manage the 
overall program by the Charleston County Department of Public Works.  
 



��������		
����
��	�
	��	�����������
������������������ !������"#$!%&�

����������	
������������
�
 

   

�� �������������������������������� 2 �

Proposed Improvements for the Maybank Highway Widening Project  
 
The Maybank Highway Widening Project is approximately 3.8 miles long.  The 
proposed project begins at the end of the Stono River Bridge and terminates at the 
intersection of Maybank Highway and Main Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The proposed typical section along the roadway differs depending on the existing 
attributes of the corridor, but can be generally divided into two distinct areas.  The 
two major areas are defined for this project as Maybank Highway from the Stono 
River Bridge to River Road and Maybank Highway from River Road to Main Road.     
 
Maybank Highway between the Stono River Bridge and River Road has few 
driveways and is lined on both sides with grand live oak trees.  To protect these 
trees, the project proposes to widen from the existing two lane roadway to a four 
lane divided roadway with a wide natural median.  The wide natural median allows 
for the protection of the existing grand tree canopy while accommodating the 
additional vehicular travel lanes.  Driveway access will be maintained with carefully 
designed median crossings located to avoid impacting the grand trees.  Bicyclists 
and pedestrians will be accommodated with a proposed 5’ sidewalk on the North 
side of the road and a 10’ multi-use path on the South side.  The proposed 5’ 
sidewalk on the North side will be tied into the existing sidewalks which serve 
Fenwick Plantation to provide continuity for pedestrians.   
 
Maybank Highway between River Road and Main Road has frequent driveways and 
the grand trees are fewer and further apart.  In this area the project proposes to 
widen from the existing two lane roadway to a five lane roadway.  The five lane 
roadway section will provide for two lanes in each direction with a center two-way left 
turn lane for drivers turning into driveways.  Bicyclists and pedestrians will be 
accommodated with a proposed 5’ sidewalk on the North side of the road and a 10’ 
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multi-use path on the South side.  Both the sidewalk and multi-use path will be 
meandered to avoid impacts, where possible, to the grand trees between Main Road 
and River Road.   
 
These proposed improvements will allow Maybank Highway to accommodate the 
existing annual average daily traffic volume of 14,200 in 2006 and the projected 
annual average daily traffic volume of 39,500 in the design year 2030.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
All of the information found in this packet along w ith an electronic 
comment form, can be found on our website at 
www.ccroadwise.com .  A comment summary report will also be 
available after comments are received and summarize d.  Thank you 
for taking the time to attend this public meeting a nd sharing your 
comment, suggestions and concerns. 

Typical 5-lane section 


