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General Information Regarding the Road Wise Program

  
In November of 2004, the citizens of Charleston County voted to enact a half-cent sales tax 
to be used for the purposes of transportation improvements, greenbelt facilities, and mass 
transit. Collection of the tax began in May 2005 and continues for 25 years or until $1.3 
billion is collected. $221.5 million (17%) is earmarked for green space acquisition and $1.08 
billion (83%) for transportation funding including mass transit.  

In November 2006, the voters of Charleston County authorized the county to issue an 
additional $205 million in bonds. Funding for the bonded projects will be repaid through the 
half-cent sales tax proceeds approved for transportation improvement projects in 
November 2004. This project is one of six approved to be funded from these bonds.  

The Charleston County ROADWISE program was created to implement the transportation 
improvements and is staffed by Charleston County personnel and employees of THE LPA 
GROUP INCORPORATED, the firm selected to manage the overall program by the 
Charleston County Department of Public Works.  

Proposed Improvements for MUSC Roadway Infrastructure

  

Roadway Improvements are proposed within the Medical University of South Carolina 
(MUSC) campus along Courtenay Drive from Spring Street to Ralph Johnson Drive and 
along Bee Street from Courtenay Drive to Lockwood Boulevard as shown in the Project 
Limits mapping on the following page.  

There are two alternates that are being evaluated for the section of roadway between 
Spring Street and Cannon Street to relieve the significant congestion.  Both alternates 
consist of two lanes in the south-east direction coming into the MUSC campus.  The first 
alternate is a two-lane, one way configuration and the second alternate is a three-lane, two 
way option.    

The first alternate is shown here in Figure 
1.  In this rendering you are looking north 
from the intersection of Courtenay Drive 
and Cannon Street.  If this section of 
roadway is converted to one way, traffic 
from the MUSC campus will be directed to 
access US 17 South via Bee Street and 
Lockwood Drive.   

Figure 1 - Alternate 1 
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The second alternate is shown here in 
Figure 2.  In the second alternate, there is a 
third lane added to Courtenay Drive 
between Spring and Cannon Streets.   

These alternates are being evaluated for 
capacity and impacts to adjacent properties 
and are presented on the various displays 
available.  Public input is desired on these 
alternates.  

The roadway improvements for the 
remainder of the project area will consist of 
widening Courtenay Drive and Bee Street to the extents described above to four lanes with 
necessary turn lanes at intersections pending any right of way constraints.  All lanes will be 
a minimum of 11 wide to accommodate the transit buses.  Due to anticipated heavy 
pedestrian traffic wider than standard five-foot sidewalks will be incorporated where 
feasible.  Granite curbing will be used throughout the project as this project is within the 
historical Charleston area.  All signalized intersections within the project limits will include 
ornamental Charleston green traffic light mast arms (see rendered images of the 
alternates).  Landscaping elements will be further studied as the project progresses.  

This design project is planned to complement the current construction being completed for 
MUSC.  The new Ashley River Tower Hospital and the new parking garage are being 
incorporated into the design.  The pedestrian traffic associated with the parking garage is 
anticipated to be heavy; therefore, the design of the pedestrian elements along/across Bee 
Street will be done in accordance with the City of Charleston s Pedestrian Safety Program, 
putting the safety as the paramount concern.  

The widening of Bee Street will include four lanes with sidewalks on both sides of Bee 
Street wider than the standard five-foot.  The drainage design for Bee Street is another 
major aspect of the project scope.  The flooding that commonly takes place is being 
analyzed and the proposed design will improve the existing conditions.  The use of larger 
pipes and the raising of the roadway grade along Bee Street are being considered and will 
be implemented where practical.  The Bee Street construction limits begin at the Courtenay 
Drive intersection and extend to the Lockwood Boulevard intersection.  

All of the information found in this packet along with an electronic comment form, 
can be found on our website at www.ccroadwise.com.  Thank you for taking the time 
to attend this public meeting and sharing your comment, suggestions and concerns.    

Figure 2 - Alternate 2 

http://www.ccroadwise.com
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